
In Loving Memory

Philip Vern Hopkins
February 2, 1938 ~ May 29, 2020

Service

Saturday, June 20, 2020 ~ 11:00 a.m.

St. Ambrose Catholic Church
2315 E. Redondo Ave., SLC, UT 84108

Reverend Erik Richtsteig - Pastor

The family wishes to convey our 
very best to all who knew Phil, 
and appreciated his warmth, wit, 
and many talents.  

A Navy veteran and member of the 
Knights of Columbus, ALZ stole 
precious years from his life well 
lived, but it never broke his spirit.

Please consider a donation in 
Phil’s honor to www.ALZ.org. 

Forgetfulness  Billy Collins

The name of the author is the first to go
followed obediently by the title, the plot, 
the heartbreaking conclusion, the entire novel 
which suddenly becomes one you have never read, 
never even heard of,

as if, one by one, the memories you used to harbor 
decided to retire to the southern hemisphere of the brain, 
to a little fishing village where there are no phones.

Long ago you kissed the names of the nine Muses goodbye 
and watched the quadratic equation pack its bag, 
and even now as you memorize the order of the planets,

something else is slipping away, a state flower perhaps, 
the address of an uncle, the capital of Paraguay.

Whatever it is you are struggling to remember 
it is not poised on the tip of your tongue, 
not even lurking in some obscure corner of your spleen.

It has floated away down a dark mythological river 
whose name begins with an L as far as you can recall, 
well on your own way to oblivion where you will join those 
who have even forgotten how to swim and how to ride a bicycle.

No wonder you rise in the middle of the night 
to look up the date of a famous battle in a book on war. 
No wonder the moon in the window seems to have drifted 
out of a love poem that you used to know by heart.



Order of Service
Please reference missalettes.

Celebrant: Reverend Erik Richtsteig - Pastor 
Co-officiant: Reverend Andrzej Skrzypiec 
Lector ~ Christopher Clyne (Grandson)

Mass Readings 
First Reading ~ Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9
Second Reading ~ Romans 14:7-9
Gospel Reading ~ John 17:24-26

Music
Processional ~ How Great Thou Art
Responsorial ~ Psalm 23
Preparation of the Gifts ~ On Eagle’s Wings 
Communion Procession ~ Ave Maria 
Recessional ~ Amazing Grace

Attending*
~ Daughter & Family: Melissa Clyne (Hopkins), Daniel (husband), 

Christopher (grandson)

~ Honored Guests

* In absentia: John Hopkins & family and Mark Hopkins & family

Philip Vern Hopkins, 82, passed away 
peacefully in his sleep on May 29, 2020, due 
to complications related to Alzheimer’s 
Disease in Salt Lake City, UT. He was born to 
Oscar and Winifred Hopkins on a ‘straw tick’ 
mattress in a small frame house straddling 
Brown and Highland counties in Ohio on 
February 2, 1938.
After high school in 1956, Phil joined the Navy 
and spent the better part of his four years of 
service as a fire control technician aboard the 
USS Des Moines, the flagship for the Sixth 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. 
After the Navy, he studied art at the University 
of Cincinnati, where he met the love of his  
life, Shirley Ann Higgins. After their wedding 
in 1962, Phil’s artistic talents took him on 
a real-world ‘Mad Men’ advertising agency 
fast track. Melissa, John, and Mark joined 
the family between 1963-68, and he reveled 
in taking ‘Shirl and the kids’ on weekend 
outings and vacations. He loved the West, 
enjoyed sailing, was an avid reader, and an 
excellent Scrabble player.
His career path as an art director and 
illustrator prompted multiple moves around 
Indiana and Ohio during the 60s and 70s. 
In 1979 he moved the family to California to 
open Hopkins & Associates with his brother, 
Frank. Upon moving to Utah in 1998, his 
lifelong passion for fine art took center stage. 
A lifetime of awards, acclimations, and 
commissions are a testament to his diverse 
artistic talents with works in public and 
private collections worldwide.
Survivors include his three children: Melissa 
(Danny) Clyne; John (Mishele) Hopkins; Mark 
(Joanna) Hopkins; and 11 grandchildren: 
Nathaniel, Christopher, Alisa, Shion, Kairi, 
Ira, Shane, Oscar, Anthony, Margret, and 
Alexander; his brother, Frank (Marge) Hopkins, 
and sister-in-law, Kathy (Scott) Campbell. 
Plus, friends and relatives through the 
years. Philip was preceded in death by his 
wife, Shirley Hopkins, father, Oscar Hopkins, 
mother, Winifred Hopkins, sister Darlene 
Hopkins, and brother, Gary Hopkins.
Philip will be interred at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Cincinnati, Ohio, in Sept. 2020.


